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ALT: Strategic Land
Conservation

w ALT GREENPRINT

t ID lands in Allegheny County containing 3
criteria:

w Biodiversity
w Unique scenic character
w Stormwater management

I ncorporated I nto Al | ei4
Comprehensive Plan, Allegheny Places




ALT
GREENPRINT

Ensures ALT
concentrates resources
to protect lands that
provide the greatest
public benefit -per-acre

Because all land Is not created
equal é




Strategies for Preserving
Cultural Landscapes

ALT
GREENRPINT
methodology can
be customized to

BIODIVERSITY

ID cultural
landscapes




What are Cultural
Landscapes?

First used as an academic
term in the early 20th
century by Otto Schluter

/C‘)Urlandschaft o)

t

t

Original landscape, that

~

which existed before major

human induced changes

oKulturlandschaft 6

Cultural landscape, the
landscape created by
human culture

/




Cultural Landscapes
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What unique features In

your community would

you consider part of the
cultural landscape?
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Cultural
Landscape
of the
Philippines
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Sewickley Heights
3

Cultural Landscape
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Sewickley Heights:
Past to Present

w Pittsburgh is the industrial 1 8 O bv(J?ZS mi=l—-e s-— f r—o0 m= &

capital of the world

w Industrial leaders seek retreat
from smoke and ash .0
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Sewickley Heights: Past to Present

1 8 9 0CGoahran Fleming from
Sewickley is able to obtain the
"Spanish Tract" from McKean's

T e, -
HISTORICAL LANDMARK granddaughter for $50,000. He
DEPRECIATION o attempts to develop a dairy
LANDS SURVEY operation, but the project goes
of 1785 i into bankruptcy .
NORTH/SOUTH 1 8 9 8 Ritsburgh industrialists
DIVIDING LINE were making fortunes and seeking a
Daniel Leet : place for country living away from
& = 1803- McKean gives his land in the increased congestion and
Nathaniel Breading the helgh_ts to his daughter, who pollution in the city. Four
Courtesy of Sewickley Valley had married the Spanish businessman, who had organized
Historical Society Ambassador to the Unites States themselves into the Tuxedo Land
and lived in Spain, and she, in turn, Company, purchased Cochran
gave the land to her daughter. The Fleming's property in the heights
heights remained untenanted as a and began to parcel it out to friends ,
consequence for most of the 19th who loved the isolated hilltops with
1786- Thomas McKean, PA's first century. their extensive views and began to
governor, is able to buy thousands of construct country estates.

acres in Sewickley Heights as a
speculation, few veterans being willing
to settle in remote and still dangerous

O PA
1785- The PA Legislature purchases
land north of the Ohio River, including
what would become Sewickley Heights
Borough, from the Indians , to give to T
veteran soldiers of the Revolution in el Tr%[

lieu of their depreciated pay
-



18901930
28 estates establlshed In Sewickley

et ny Lang To,, Farm Hill (250 acres): Gift to Edith Oliver Rea from Henry Oliver
d the largest manufacturer of iron in the U.S.




Formal Gardens at Farm Hill

Estates were selfsufficient with numerous employees. Many were farms, whose
owners competed to produce the finest stock, produce, fruits and flowers.
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Sewickley Heights:
Past to Present

w Thriving Culture

t
t
t

Gardens
Patrons of the Arts

Allegheny Country
Club

The Sewickley Hunt
(1922) & Horse Show

Captains of the
Industrial Revolution

w Mellon, Carnegie,
Oliver, eftc.

w Conservation Ethic

t
t

Value open space
Appreciate the scenic
guality

Desire the contrast to

city life that the rural
atmosphere provides



Ethic of Conservation

W Land Compact (1969) W Sewickley Heights
Establishes5-acre minimum lot size Borough Park (1993

/ \ t +1,000 acres ~
oOWher eas, We , t he ndersdoﬂaﬁeﬂ%yOwners,\

deglre to guide and encourage future Sewickley e,
residential development in such channels ;
as to preserve the natural and aesthetic Heights Trust

gualities of the land and water resources,
open space, wildlife, and beauty, and to
prevent the over-development of the land
In @ manner not in keeping with the
traditional residential and semi -rural

\haracter of the Cj/mmunity;é
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Sewickley Heights:
Today

w Increased housing
demands

w Subdivisions
resulting from
generational transfer
of ownership

w Fading window of
opportunity to
conserve the
cultural landscape
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Sewickley Heights Vision Plan
{

WHY?
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Sewickley Heights
Vision Plan: Why?

w Establish a w The Sewickley Helghts
comprehensive VisionPlanwi | | é
planning effort to t identify
protect and enhance the t map
rural aestheticand t prioritize
historic character that é | afor donservation
defines the cultural that harbors and sustains

the distinctive cultural,
aesthetic and ecological
heritage of the Borough
of Sewickley Heights.

landscape




Sewickley Heights Vision Plan
{

HOW?
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Sewickley Heights

Vision Plan: How?
{

w How do you identify a
cultural landscape?

w Inventory Resources

t Some areeasily
identifiable

w Biodiversity
w Recreation
w Historic
t Others are subjective
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Sewickley Heights Vision Plan
{

WHOQO?
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Sewickley Heights
Vision Plan: Who?

w Who? w Define the
t Stakeholder subjective
Committee t Understand the
history

t Key Individual

; t Understand the
nterviews

present challenges

t Public Survey t Develop a consensus
for the future




Stakeholder Committee

w Roles:

t Inform/Educate

w Master of the Sewickley

Former . =
Council Hunt provided trail
Member locations

t Influence
Master of w oSi-gihf 6 on al
Sewickley decisions
Hunt
t Promote
Borough w Stakeholders started the
Manager Qe Z 76 b e U

Sewickley Heights
Vision Plan




Key Individual
Interviews

Questions We Askedé

What do you find
most attractive
about Sewickley
What is the biggest Heights?
threat to the cultural

landscape?

What is the most
vulnerable asset in
the community?

What has changed
in Sewickley
Heights?

Why do people
want to purchase
homes in the
community?




Key Individual
Interwews

Who We As Local Hunter HARB Member

Long-time Resident Local Naturalist

Resident Conservationist : —
Resident Historian
Local Realtor \ /




Key Individual Interviews

Why do people purchase homes in

What is changing? Sewickley Heights?

People want to buy in Sewickley
Heights because of the prestige and
exclusivity, as well as the privacy that
Sewickley Heights affords residents.
In addition, the community gives
prospective buyers the opportunity to

purchase a large tract of land very
near to a metropolitan area.

As more houses change hands,
estatesare subdivided and houses built the
aesthetic and historical character of Sewickley
Heights is diminished. Today there are many
viewsheds which have been permanently altered
because additional houses have been built. Before
you were able to enjoy the solitude that was
afforded by having the houses far apart, but now
that is often diminished.

What is the most

vulnerable asset?
What is the biggest threat to

the cultural landscape?

The voluntary
5 acre zoning agreement is
the most vulnerable asset
of Sewickley Heights. If
faced with strong pressure
from development this
agreement could be broken,
and the unigueness of
Sewickley Heights would be
lost.

The biggest threat is
suburbanization and the
continued subdivision of
large estatesin the
community, which is
contributing to a loss of
history, green space, and
culture.




Public Survey

Distributed to all landowners in
Sewickley Heights




