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Partnerships

The many nature-focused organizations in Western
Pennsylvania do outstanding work. Where their missions
and services mesh with the Trust’s, we will propose working
partnerships in the following sectors: professional organiza-
tions; government (all levels); public and private funding
sources; outdoor recreation groups; scouts; hunters; Game
Commission; nonprofits; corporations and businesses;
conservation and educational institutions; community,
senior citizen, garden, and social clubs; Welcome Wagon;
and land owners.

Already, Allegheny Land Trust has formal and informal
partnerships with a broad range of private, government and
nonprofit organizations: Fern Hollow Nature Center, Penn
Future, DCNR, Bradford Woods Conservancy, and USC
Citizens for Land Stewardship, to name a few. The Trust will
call upon all its resources, through the Board and members,
to ensure that our efforts to protect our natural heritage and
improve quality of life are more than the sum of the parts.

Partnering was the topic. The goal: to increase the Land TrustOs
efficiency and avoid redundancy among local conservation
organizations. Furthering the concept were (L to R), Steve Schott,
Henry Ewalt, Bill Kirk, and Tom Schmidt.

Tom Headley
Forward Township

“In the face of the opening of the new expressway, the
Trust is helping us preserve a wooded hillside that serves as
the viewscape for the town of Monongahela. As a township
commissioner, | consider the region’s physical beauty and
recreation opportunities as our edge when it comes to
attracting workers.”

Communication

Our early years were spent under the wing of Allegheny
County, but our growth has spawned an immediate need for
us to reach everyone in the region who values our natural
areas — and to educate many who do not.

A Communications Committee will implement the strategy.
Tactics will include establishing an ensemble of trained
spokespersons and pursuing suitable speaking opportunities.
These could include regional TV, radio and magazines;
community meetings; and public service messages.

E. Steve Bland, facilitator of the communication workgroup,
noted, “ALT currently uses many traditional means of com-
municating. Our strategy for the coming year is to focus on
the vehicles that allow us to tell our story — what we do and
why it’s important to people.” aur

With the goal of 2006 Acres by 2006, there is an immediate
need to formalize a comprehensive Stewardship Program. (L to R)
Lisa Smith, Bill Lawrence, Jerry DeRosa, and Dan Sentz discuss
a strategy that will seek state funding and community volunteers

to develop tools and provide training for a corps of land stewards.

Paul Wiegman
Shaler

“I’ve worked for 30-some years as a
biologist, ecologist and photographer,
protecting significant natural resources.
It’s my belief that the best way to control a piece of land
is simply to own it, and land trusts make it feasible for
communities to protect land and steward it in an ecologically
sound way.”
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